
 

Office of Tribal Government Relations  
Newsletter ~ October 2014 

 

Greetings and welcome to the October edition of the VA Office of Tribal Government Relations (OTGR) 
newsletter.   As I write this, Veterans Day is just days away, and the new VA Secretary, Bob McDonald has been on 
the “Road to Veterans Day ”  visiting with Veterans across the country, talking with both leadership and staff at VA 
Medical Centers, clinics, Regional Offices and meeting with important governmental partners.  This past month, 
Secretary McDonald hosted a White House sponsored conference call with tribal leaders.  The call provided an 
important opportunity for tribal leaders and honored guests to engage directly in dialogue with the Secretary and 
to inform him of the questions, concerns and priorities Indian Country has regarding VA and services to Veterans 
living in Indian Country.  We understand that not everyone had the opportunity to speak during the course of the 
call and encourage you to please email the tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov mailbox with your comments, 
which will be shared with the Secretary.   The week following the call, he offered plenary remarks to the National 
Congress of American Indians (NCAI) General Assembly, followed by a Town Hall meeting with the NCAI Veteran’s 
Committee.  NCAI President Brian Cladoosby (Swinomish) offered opening remarks for the Town Hall.  The event 
was facilitated by NCAI Veteran’s Committee co-chairs Larry Townsend (Lumbee) and Dan King (Oneida).  Mr. 
Townsend and Mr. King did a really nice job managing the session which included robust dialogue and some very 
well-informed, specific questions and requests.  Notes were taken during the session and we assure attendees that 
follow up will be conducted on issues that were raised during the session.    
 

Transitioning over to updates back here in DC, we would like to extend a warm welcome to the new VA 
Assistant Secretary for the Office of Public and Intergovernmental Affairs (OPIA), Ms. Maura Sullivan.  Assistant 
Secretary Sullivan is a former U.S. Marine Corps Captain and Iraq War veteran.   As a Marine Corps officer, Ms. 
Sullivan deployed to Fallujah, Iraq in 2005 with Combat Logistics Battalion 8, participated in joint military 
exercises throughout Southeast Asia with the 1st Marine Aircraft Wing based in Okinawa Japan, and was the 
Deputy Officer-in-Charge of the 2nd Marine Logistics Group team that authored and implemented the 
reorganization of the Corps’ combat logistics operations. Before entering the Reserves in 2006, Ms. Sullivan earned 
the Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal and the Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal with a Gold 
Star.  In 2010 President Obama appointed Ms. Sullivan to The American Battle Monuments Commission (ABMC) 
where with her fellow commissioners she was responsible for America’s overseas military cemeteries and 
memorials.   Assistant Secretary Sullivan says she plans to do a lot of listening in the days ahead and we look 
forward to supporting her future engagements with Indian Country’s leaders in the very near future.  
 

 
Assistant Secretary  
Maura C. Sullivan 
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In the meantime , out in the field, our tribal government relations specialists were busy this month putting 
the finishing touches on planning for 2015 (you’ll hear more about plans for the year in the next newsletter), but 
have a number of noteworthy activities from the past month to share with our readers.  Peter Vicaire (Central 
Region) traveled to Tulsa, Oklahoma and made presentations to the National American Indian Court Judges 
Association (NAICJA).  Peter’s presentation to tribal judges and leaders focused on the benefits of implementing a 
Veterans court within tribal courts; the importance of utilizing VA Veterans Justice Outreach Specialists (VJOs); and 
the amount of services VA can provide to those justice-involved Veterans who may not have access to or 
knowledge of the specific services otherwise.  Peter has also been busy preparing for the VA Tribal Consultation, 
scheduled to be held in Pine Ridge, South Dakota on November 19, 2014.  For more information about the 
consultation, just send Peter a note at peter.vicaire@va.gov.  
 

Over in the Western Region, Terry Bentley traveled with VISN 20 Rural Health Consultant Jodie Waters to 
the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board meeting in Worley, Idaho where they presented to tribal health 
directors and tribal representatives on the VA/IHS/Tribal Health Program Reimbursement Agreement program 
and access to care and benefits updates.   In the south, Mary Culley, (Southern Plains and Eastern (Southeast) 
Regions) was very busy working to help support the November 7, 2014  “Anadarko Inter-Tribal Stand Down” 
which will be held in Anadarko, Oklahoma.  This event is a collaborative effort supporting Veterans that is planned 
and organized by tribes located in the area and the local VA in partnership with other state, federal and community 
services and resources.  If you’re in the area, please plan to stop by the stand down and if you have any questions 
about the upcoming event, don’t hesitate to send Mary an email mary.culley@va.gov.   In the Southwest Region, 
Homana has been keeping busy providing technical assistance to the tribes within the region and we look forward 
to hearing more updates from Homana during our next publication.   
 

I would like to wish all of our Veterans a very Happy Veterans Day and  I’d like to also invite our readers 
who would like to share examples (stories, pictures, news clippings) of how your tribal community or how you 
individually like honor Veterans on this day.  Submissions can be sent to myself stephanie.birdwell@va.gov or to 
peter.vicaire@va.gov.  We would very much enjoy, with your permission, sharing this with our readers and we 
think our Veterans would appreciate knowing more about the diverse and special ways they are appreciated and 
honored as well.   
 

We hope you enjoy this newsletter edition and we look forward to meeting with and hearing from you in 
the days ahead.   Happy Reading – Stephanie 
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“Honoring First American Veterans” Campaign 
 

The flyer below had to be inserted sideways in order to see the small print. 

       

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Honoring First American Veterans” Campaign 
 

The flyer below had to be inserted sideways in order to see the small print. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tribal Veteran Court Training  
 

Planning a Veterans Treatment Court?   This is the Training You Need!   
REGISTER TODAY – Deadline: November 7, 2014  

 
Justice For Vets is pleased to announce that applications are now being accepted to 
attend the world’s only comprehensive Veterans Treatment Court training for new or 
planning jurisdictions.  This incredible three-day training has launched over 100 
successful Veterans Treatment Courts. It provides everything you need to know to 
implement an evidence-based and successful program. 
 

 90% of the communities that attend the training end up launching a program.   
 Justice For Vets staff and a cadre of treatment court practitioners work with 

selected teams to implement evidence-based practices, develop policy and 
procedure manuals, and build team unity.  

 
Sponsored by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), U.S. Department of Justice and 
coordinated by Justice For Vets, the Veterans Treatment Court Planning Initiative 
is FREE to communities that qualify. Click here to apply online. Don’t miss this 
incredible opportunity to get your Veterans Treatment Court up and running! 
 
Space is limited- apply today!  Questions about the Veterans Treatment Court 
Planning Initiative:  Joyce Barrow, Program Coordinator, Justice For Vets 
jbarrow@JusticeForVets.org  or Scott Swaim , Program Coordinator, Justice For Vets 
sswaim@JusticeforVets.org 
 

Supportive Services For Veterans Families (SSVF)  
GRANT MONEY 

 
The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is offering a Notice of Funding Availability 

(NOFA) for funding for the Supportive Services for Veteran Families (SSVF) Program.  
The NOFA will make approximately $93 million available over a 3-year period for non-

renewable grants to eligible entities proposing services for one of the 28 high-need 
Continuums of Care (CoCs) listed in the NOFA. The 28 locations were selected based on 

factors that include levels of Veteran homelessness and current unmet service needs. 
 

Applications are due by 4:00 p.m. Eastern Time on December 5, 2014.   Awards made 
for supportive services grants will fund operations beginning approximately March 1, 
2015 through February 28, 2018.  Application and training materials [were] posted on 

www.va.gov/homeless.ssvf.asp on October 10, 2014. 
 
 

 

http://justiceforvets.org/2015-vtcpi
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Native Veteran/Counseling Psychology Student  
Seeks Assistance in PTSD Research 

 

See below for a letter from Greg Urquhart, Cherokee veteran and graduate 
student in Counseling Psychology. 

 
“Dear Tribal Representative,  
  
I am a Cherokee Veteran of Iraq and current graduate student (Counseling Psychology 
Program), who is carrying out a survey on Native American veterans, and their 
perceptions of and attitudes towards Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder. This survey has 
met exemption criteria from Washington State University’s Institutional Review Board. 
It is my belief that if we as Native people speak as a group through this survey, places 
that provide veteran services for PTSD like the V.A. and I.H.S. will listen and will 
add our suggestions and preferences for treatment/healing to programs intended to 
help Native Veterans. I am asking for your assistance in spreading the word about our 
survey among the veterans in your tribe. 
  
 The survey is open to anyone who is Native American and who has served in the 
military. They do not need to have been deployed or to have PTSD to participate in the 
survey. Below is a letter with more information about the survey and a link to the 
online version of the survey (https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/nativeveterans).  If 
you have additional forms you would like us to fill out such as tribal institutional 
review board paperwork, please let us know and we will be happy to do so. Also, if you 
would like us to send paper and pencil versions of our survey with self-addressed 
return envelopes to you, we will be happy to do that as well. Thank you very much for 
your time and consideration. Sincerely,  Greg Urquhart - greg.urquhart@wsu.edu” 
 

 
2014 Federal Benefits for Veterans, Dependents 

and Survivors 
 

Here’s a link to the 2014 Federal Benefits for Veterans, Dependents and Survivors:  
http://www.va.gov/opa/publications/benefits_book.asp  
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Fry Scholarship ~  Veterans Access, Choice, and 
Accountability Act of 2014 (“Choice Act”) 

 
The Veterans Access, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 (“Choice Act”) was recently signed 
into law.  Most of the Act pertains to Veterans health care but it also included two provisions 
affecting GI Bill® benefits.   
  
The Fry Scholarship was created to honor Marine Gunnery Sergeant John David Fry, 28, of 
Lorena, Texas.  Sergeant Fry had one week left in his tour in Iraq in 2006, when he volunteered 
to continue working for seven more hours disarming explosive devices, despite having already 
sustained an injury to his hand.  He made the ultimate sacrifice on March 8, 2006, in Anbar 
province, Iraq, when an improvised explosive device detonated.  He left behind a widow and 
three children.  I recently had the honor of meeting Malia Fry at a Tragedy Assistance Program 
for Survivor (TAPS) event.  We have created Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
Agreements with both TAPS and the Children of Fallen Patriots Foundation with the sole 
purpose to encourage cooperation and collaboration between VA and both of these important 
organizations, to promote the Fry Scholarships to eligible individuals.   
  
Section 701 of the Choice Act expands the Fry Scholarship to include the surviving spouses of 
Servicemembers who died in the line of duty after September 10, 2001.  Prior to this law, only 
children of those who died in the line of duty were eligible for this benefit.  We have had the 
honor to have served 1,279 children under the Fry Scholarship in FY 2013 and we look forward 
to now honoring the surviving spouses. 
  
The law states eligible spouses are entitled to receive: (1) 36 months of full benefits, equal to 
100% level of the Post-9/11 GI Bill®, this includes tuition and fee payment, a monthly housing 
allowance, and a stipend for books and supplies; (2) Training must start on or after January 1, 
2015.  Training prior to January 1, 2015, is not eligible to receive benefits under Section 701; (3) 
A spouse has 15 years from the date of the Service Member’s death to utilize benefits.  If a 
spouse remarries, benefits end the date of the remarriage. 
 
Some spouses currently eligible for, or already receiving, benefits under the Survivors’ and 
Dependents' Educational Assistance (DEA) program may now be eligible for the Fry 
Scholarship.  DEA is an educational program offering up to 45 months of education benefits to 
eligible dependents of Veterans who died while on active duty, as well as dependents of 
Veterans who died as a result of a service-connected condition or are permanently and totally 
disabled due to a service-related condition.  Surviving spouses of Servicemembers who died in 
the line of duty after September 10, 2001, will have to make a one-time irrevocable election to 
receive either the Fry Scholarship or DEA.   

  
To learn more about this important new benefit, please review our Fact Sheet at 
http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/handouts_forms.asp. To either apply or make an election, 
one can complete and send an application (Form VA-Form 22-5490).  You can download the 
form at http://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-22-5490-ARE.pdf and send a copy via the GI 
Bill website (http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill) using the “Ask a Question” button.  You may 
also mail the completed form to your nearest Regional Processing Office, or request a paper 
application by calling 1-888-GI BILL-1 (888-442-4551).   
  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDIyLjM3MzM5NDcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAyMi4zNzMzOTQ3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE4NTA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9dHBhZ2VAdXdtaWNoLm9yZyZ1c2VyaWQ9dHBhZ2VAdXdtaWNoLm9yZyZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill/handouts_forms.asp
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDIyLjM3MzM5NDcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAyMi4zNzMzOTQ3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE4NTA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9dHBhZ2VAdXdtaWNoLm9yZyZ1c2VyaWQ9dHBhZ2VAdXdtaWNoLm9yZyZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&http://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-22-5490-ARE.pdf
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQxMDIyLjM3MzM5NDcxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MTAyMi4zNzMzOTQ3MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTE4NTA1JmVtYWlsaWQ9dHBhZ2VAdXdtaWNoLm9yZyZ1c2VyaWQ9dHBhZ2VAdXdtaWNoLm9yZyZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&http://www.benefits.va.gov/gibill


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VA/Tribal Health/IHS Reimbursement Program 
Reimburses More Than $13 Million 

Tribal health clinics interested in entering into a Reimbursement Agreement 
with VA should send an email: tribal.agreements@va.gov 
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VA Tribal Consultation ~ Hot Springs, SD Campus 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VA Processes 1.3 Million Veteran Claims in Fiscal 
Year 2014 – Highest in VA’s History 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VA Telehealth Services Served 690,000+ Veterans 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Security Administration   
“Serving Veterans on Veterans Day and Always” 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Security Administration  
Changes in Certain Service 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vietnam War Commemoration 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

El Tour de Tucson Cycling Event 
Veteran Scholarship 

  
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

El Tour de Tucson Cycling Event 
Veteran Scholarship 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OTGR Central Region 
(IA; MI; MN; MT; ND; NE; SD; WI; WY) 

 

Michigan Reboot Workshop in Detroit 

Registration is now open for a three-week session designed to help prepare members 
of the armed services for life after the military.  The Michigan REBOOT Workshop, 
scheduled for Oct. 20-Nov.7 at Piquette Square in Detroit, is being offered through 
MVAA. Developed by the National Veterans Transition Services, Inc., each workshop 
provides extensive personalized transition training, addressing personal, social and 
professional aspects of the transition from military to civilian life – all at no cost to the 
veterans who participate.  

Participants are only responsible for transportation and lunch each day. Class size is 
limited to 25 participants and registration is available at: 
MichiganVeterans.com/MIREBOOT. Piquette Square is located at 6221 Brush St., 
Detroit, 48202.  While the workshops are geared primarily for Post-9/11 veterans, they 
are open to all veterans regardless of service era or discharge status. 

MVAA will host three additional Michigan REBOOT Workshops in 2015 and online 
registration is also open for these sessions: March 16-April 3, 2015 (Women veterans 
only) – Southeast Michigan (location TBD); April 27-May 15, 2015 – Lansing (location 
TBD); June 1-19, 2015 - Grand Rapids (location TBD) 

 

Detroit Veteran Expo - Nov. 7-8 - Cobo Center 

More than 2,000 veterans and their families learned about education and employment 
opportunities, met with accredited benefit counselors and received health screenings at 
two Veteran Expos hosted by MVAA in August and September. 

 Veterans initiated or scheduled more than 100 new claims for VA benefits and 

approximately 150 veterans were able to sign up for VA health care - all on-site at the Expos 

hosted in Marquette and Grand Rapids.  MVAA is hosting a third Veteran Expo at Cobo 

Center in Detroit Nov. 7-8. Event hours are 11 a.m.-8 p.m. on Friday and 9 a.m.-3 p.m. 

on Saturday.  Online registration is available at MichiganVeterans.com/expo or attendees 

can register on-site. 

Hiring our Heroes will bring employers from throughout the state for a Saturday-only job 

fair. Veterans are urged to bring their resumes and dress for success as jobs can be offered 

on-site during the job fair. Employment specialists will be available to help with resumes and 

interviewing skills to ensure veterans are making the most of their military skills in the job 

market.  Representatives from Michigan colleges and universities will also be available 
to discuss opportunities to get college credit for service, on-campus veterans’ programs 
and other questions about returning to school. 

http://www.tfaforms.com/297379
http://www.tfaforms.com/297379
http://www.tfaforms.com/297379
http://michiganveterans.com/expo


 

 
 

 

Michigan Veteran Driver’s Licenses 
 

More than 19,000 Michigan veterans have signed up for a special designation on their 
driver’s license or state ID displaying their veteran status, since its launch in May. 

 
The license, which has the word "Veteran" in bold red lettering on the front of the card, 
is available to all honorably discharged Michigan veterans. It's a way to verify veteran 
status and take advantage of retailer discounts without having to carry around a DD-

214.   
 

Veterans will be required to provide proof of their honorable discharge to get the 
veteran designation. There is no additional fee for the designation for veterans who are 

renewing their license or ID card or applying for one for the first time. For veterans 
who want the new designation before it’s time to renew, correction fees will apply. 

The Michigan Retailers Association has compiled a list of its members’ discounts for 
veterans. The MVAA also has compiled a list of additional veteran discounts.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://michigan.gov/sos/0,4670,7-127-1627_68162---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/sos/0,1607,7-127--75447--,00.html
http://www.michiganveterans.com/mvaa/media/Site-Documents/PDFs/MichiganRetailers_VeteranDiscounts.pdf
http://www.michiganveterans.com/mvaa/media/Site-Documents/PDFs/MichiganRetailers_VeteranDiscounts.pdf
http://www.michiganveterans.com/mvaa/media/Site-Documents/PDFs/Additional-Veteran-Discounts.pdf


 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisseton Veterans Pow Wow ~ November 7-9 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michigan National Guard Family Programs 
~Thanks-For-Giving~ 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 

 

OTGR Southwest Plains 
(AZ; CO; NM; UT) 

 

16th Annual Native American Veterans Symposium

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16th Annual Native American Veterans 
Symposium 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16th Annual Native American Veterans 
Symposium 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Healing of Memories Veteran Workshop 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Healing of Memories Veteran Workshop 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Phoenix Indian School Legacy Project 
Open House & Warrior Society Gourd Dance 

 

 

http://azbex.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/PD-140228-Phoenix-Indian-School’s-band-building.jpg


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16th Annual Veterans Day Gourd Dance  
Pueblo Grande Museum 

 

  
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2014 Patriot All-America Golf Tournament 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hopi Veterans Day Observance 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2014 Veterans Banquet 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Day Celebration – Parker, AZ 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans Day Celebration – Parker, AZ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OTGR Eastern Region 
(AL; CT; FL; LA; MA; ME; MI; NC; NY; RI; SC; ) 

 
Passamaquoddy Veterans Documentary: 

“Protecting the Homeland” 
 

Check out the links HERE (Part I – 17:04) and HERE (Part II – 15:17) for a two-
part documentary, “Protecting the Homeland” focused on veterans from the 
Passamaquoddy Tribe in Maine.  This was sent by Donald Soctomah, Tribal 

Historic Preservation Office  

 

OTGR Western Region 
(AK; CA; ID; NV; OR; WA) 

 
Northwest Indian Veterans Association 

(Abridged) Calendar 
 

NOVEMBER: 
5th  (Wednesday)               MONTHLY NIVA MEETING 
(ALL NIVA MEMBERS)       Columbia Room 
                                                        3rd Floor 
                                                        Bldg 11 
                                                Vancouver, Division, PVAMC 
                                                1601 East Fourth Plain Blvd 
                                                Vancouver, WA   98661 
                                                  7:00 PM, Meeting Starts 
                                   (We meet the First Wednesday of each Month) 
 
AFTER OUR OCTOBER ELECTIONS, THESE MEMBERS BECAME NIVA 2015 
OFFICERS 
                                    PRESIDENT:   Eugene Sanchez 
                         VICE-PRESIDENT:   Alvey Seeyouma 
                                  SECRETARY:    Julie Eddings 
                                 TREASURER:    Dave Hancock 
 
Let's wish them the best and help them lead us to another successful NIVA Year 
TONIGHT, Let's Plan for our Christmas Party/Dinner and our several November 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Kn4OtcbcNo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=54mkmq2W5hs


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veteran's Day activities. 
 
7th  (Friday)         CLARK COLLEGE ANNUAL EDUCATING FOR THE  
(NIVA COLOR GUARD)   7TH GENERATION POW WOW 
                                              4:00 PM,  Info Table Set Up 
                                              5:00 PM,  Free Indian Tacos and NIVA CG Practice 
                                              6:00 PM,  Grand Entry 
                                            10:00 PM,  NIVA CG Retire Colors 
  
8th  (Saturday)         VETERANS DAY PARADE 
(F.Y.I.)                        Evergreen Blvd along Officer's Row 
                                     11:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
  
 9th  (Sunday)              ANNUAL VETERANS DAY CONVOY 
(NIVA COLOR GUARD)  Clark County Fairgrounds, Vancouver, WA 
                                             10:00 AM,  NIVA CG Practice 
                                             11:00 AM,  NIVA CG Post Colors, Say Blessing and   
                                                                                    Ceremony Begins 
                                             12:00 PM,  Convoy to Mile Post 282 just North  
                                                                   of Wilsonville, OR 
                                               2:00 PM,  Medal Ceremony Begins 
                        (THERE WILL BE NO SALMON DINNER THIS YEAR) 
  If you wish to receive an Oregon Honorable Service Medal, bring proof of your 
Veteran Status and present it at the Vancouver Convoy site before the 11:00 AM 
Ceremony begins, then you will receive the Medal at the Medal Ceremony at 
Mile Post 282. (All Veterans are eligible for the Medal, not just Oregon Veterans) 
   
11th  (Tuesday)       NIVA VETERANS DAY OBSERVANCE 
(NIVA COLOR GUARD)    Oregon Vietnam Memorial Wall (By Zoo) 
                                 10:00 AM,  NIVA CG Practice 
                                 11:00 AM,  NIVA CG Post Colors 
                                 11:30 AM - 1:00 PM,  NIVA Ceremony Smudging, Prayer and 
Flute Playing - After the Ceremony, let's all go to Appleby's for our free Veterans 
Day Meal 
  
  

 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5th Annual American Indian Veteran Advisory 
Committee Memorial & Honoring Ceremony 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                          

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DQ University Big Time Powwow Veterans 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nez Perce Veterans Program Awarded Grant 

 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

OTGR Southern Plains Region 
(KS; OK; TX ) 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 


